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The Partnership for Military Child Health Research Symposium 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 

Wednesday, April 26, 2023 | Rice Hall | 1300-1630  
 
 

1300 Welcome    COL Patrick Hickey, MC, USA 
Chair, USU Department of Pediatrics 

 
1305 Opening Remarks  Jonathan Woodson, MD, MSS, FACS 

President, USU 
 

1310 Keynote Remarks  Honorable Ashish S. Vazirani 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 
   

1330  Current Research  Forefronts of Understanding Health and Well-being of  
Military Connected Children 

 
Military Children’s Mental Elizabeth Hisle-Gorman, PhD - USU Department of Pediatrics 
Health Impact of COVID-19   

 
Food Insecurity Screening  Binny Chokshi, MD, Med - USU Department of Pediatrics 

 and WIC   Capt. Sidney Zven, USAF, MC - WRNMMC Department of Pediatrics 
  

Identifying Adolescents  CAPT Jill Emerick, MC, USN - USU Department of Pediatrics 
At Risk for Obesity  CPT Sarah Jiang, USA, MC – WRNMMC Department of Pediatrics  

  
2023 NMFA Teen Survey Ms. Aspen Bergmann – National Military Family Association 

 
1410 Panel Discussion   CAPT Greg Gorman, MC, USN, Defense Health  

Using Data and Research to   Krys Bienia, PsyD, Defense Health Agency 
Promote Well-being   MAJ Liz Perkins, MC, USA, WRNMMC Department of Pediatrics 

  
1430   Break    Poster Session and Networking    
 
1455    DoD Programming to   Mrs. Patricia Barron 

Support Military Children Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Military Community and 
Family Policy        

 
1515     Community Partnerships Becky Porter, PhD, - Military Child Education Coalition 

and Programming  Ms. Becca Garrison, National Military Family Association  
    Dr. Gabby L’Esperance, Military Family Advisory Network 

Ms. Andrea Newton, Humana 
Ms. Kelly Smith, Military OneSource  
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1605   Panel Discussion   Moderator: Dr. Elizabeth Hisle-Gorman  

Meeting the Needs of  Mrs. Patricia Barron 
Military Connected  Dr. Becky Porter 
Children    Ms. Becca Garrison 

   Dr. Gabby L’Esperance 
   Ms. Andrea Newton 
   Ms. Kelly Smith 

 
1630  Closing Remarks and  COL Hickey 

Next Steps  


